NCRBC Adult Bible Class 5
Title:  Your Biggest Problem
Purpose: To convince the hearers that their biggest problem is sin.

Introduction

All of us have problems. Ex: financial, work, health, family.

But all of these problems combined are nothing compared to man’s biggest problem. Do you know what that problem is? SIN

I.

WHAT IS SIN?


A.
Common Ideas

Only heinous crimes. Ex:  rape, murder, robbery, sell drugs.

Do things against public good and outcry. Ex: concubinage, loan sharking.  

All these are true but they are inadequate concepts of sin.

B.
God’s Word: 

Sin is primarily directed against God— Ps 51:4 (READ). Although sin is also committed against people, it is primarily committed against God.

Sin is a violation of God’s standard, the law. 1Jn 3:4 (READ) or “ Sin is the transgression of the law”. We do not define sin in terms of the consensus of society.

Sin includes not just external actions but also the thoughts, desires, and intentions of the heart.

Carnal anger is already a violation of God’s law against murder (Mt 5:21-22). To look at someone who is not married to you lustfully is already a violation of God’s law against adultery (Mt 5:26-27).

So it is possible to be law-abiding in our actions or outwardly, but still to be lawless within and sin against God. Mt 23:27-28 (READ).

II.
WHY DO PEOPLE SIN?

Common Ideas:

Some say, because we have not reached the final stages of the evolutionary process.

Other say, because we live in a world full sin. But this does not answer the question because why is the world full of sin?

Other says, lack of education, unhealthy environment, etc. But crimes are not just committed with the uneducated and poor.

But what does God say about why people sin? Because it is our nature as fallen creatures to sin. 

Jer 17:9; Ps 51:5; Ps 58:3 or ‘These go astray from birth speaking lies’; Ecc 9:3b (READ)

Thus we do not have to teach our children to lie, to be selfish, to be inconsiderate, to be murderous, etc. This is our nature as fallen creatures.

This is also why sin is universal. The color of skin, the language one speaks, the country one belongs, the wealth or poverty of a nation does not really make a difference.

Therefore, we are sinners not because we sin. But we sin because we are sinners.

III.
WHAT ARE THE WAGES OF SIN?

Common Ideas:

Some people think that sin is free as long as you do not get caught by authorities.

Others think that sin’s wages is “sadness, lack of peace of conscience, destruction of a society”. All these are true but they are not the primary wages of sin.

God’s Word: 

What does God say about the wages of sin? Death. 

Rom 6:23 (READ) “The wages of sin is death” Eze 18:4 (READ) “The soul who sins will die.”

But what is this death that is the wages of sin? In the Bible, death means separation. And there are three dimension of death which is sin’s wages.

Physical Death – the separation of the body and the soul.

This is not part of God’s original creation but an abnormality introduced because of sin. Rom 5:12 (READ)

Thus death is not natural to us. We do not like to die and it is a traumatic experience.

Living Death (Spiritual Death) – the separation of man from God in this life.

Is 59:2; Eph.2:1 (READ)

And this is what the Bible calls as ‘living death’. 1Tim 5:6 “But she who gives herself to wanton pleasure is dead even while she lives.”

Thus God seems so far to so many—even to people who are religious. 

Second Death (Eternal Death) – the separation of man from God forever and ever in a place called ‘the lake of fire’.

Rev 21:8 (READ)

And this is the most frightening dimension of death that is the wages of sin. For this is eternal.

IV.
WHAT IS THE REMEDY OF SIN?

Common Ideas:

Many say, “Be good. Do good. Do penance.” But those can never pay for sin’s wages, which is death. 

Others think, “give money to charity or to the church”.  But this will never do because this is bribery. 

God’s Word: So what is the remedy? God provided a remedy in the person of His Son – Jesus Christ.

In Him we can receive forgiveness of sins. In Him we can live in newness of life. 

Jn 5:24; Jn 11:25-26; 1 Jn 5:11,12 (READ). 
Conclusion

What is your biggest problem? Sin. And the remedy of that can only be found in Christ.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Would there be a problem greater than sin? Why?

Why do you think people do not want to face up to this problem of sin? 

How can this remedy of sin be yours?

